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To the READER. 


Ow unſear chable are the Fudgments of God ? how 

are his w-yes paſt finding out * Sometimes hs 

awf1:.l hand talleth only upon the Righteous as 

to Temporail Pudements. Sometimes only upon ; 
the wicked. ſomettmes he doth cut off both together. And 5 
this to the end that man ſhuvild find nothing after him, C 
whom w'e cannot trace. hu Pudgments are agreat acep. His f 
way i611 the Sea, his path is in the great waters, and his foot- 
fteps are not known. Nevertheleſs there « a day coming (and 
the Lord haſten that day) which & @ day of Revelation, 
when the myſtery of providence ſhall be opened in the fight 
and hearing of all the earth. Im the meantime it becometh us, 
not ro cenſure thofe that are made Examples of divine Seve- 
rity: and yet with Humility and an Holy Fear to take notice 1 
of the ſolemn works of God, conſidering that it ss ſaid, they 
* who regard not the works of the Lord nor the operaticn 
of his hand ſhall be deſtroyed. The Lord expects that we 
ſhould not ſuffer juch tremendous Diſpenſations, as that 
which occaſioned the Preaching of this Sermon, paſs with- 
out deep and ſorrowfull —_— Even the men of Beth- * 
ſh:meſh, when 1he Lord had ſmitten ſo many among tlem 

w:th a great ſlaughter Lamented and ſaid who is able to 
ſtand before this holy Lord God ? ſhall we be more ſtu- 
pid and ſenſeleſs than they ? when Uzza (though a geod man) 
aycd by a ſudden _ of God upen him, David called the 
place Perez-uzzah and he was afraid of God that day. 
How many perez-uz215 may we ſpeak of * Look in this Town, 


end inthas Town, and inthe other Town, and we may ſee 
T | ' Places 
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To the Reader 


Places that may bear the 'name of Perc 17224. It will be 
o0d for us to keep alive in our Hearts, a reverentiall and 
filial fear of the infiuite Majeſty, who hath ay abſelute domi- 
nou 0Uer us and ours, and may doe to 4 ard with us, what 
he will and cannot doe us wrong. And it will be goed 

. for us when our ſouls have in remembrance the wormwocd 
and the gall, robe humbled for thoſe ſins which have pro- 

; woked the Lord, to inflie? ſuch bitter ftrokes. Doubileſs 
that fin of diſregard tothe word of God, « that which 

eſpeciyll hath provoked the eyes of his olory, H:w many 
are there that give way ta their own ſlah, and ſt them- 
ſelwes to flcep at Sermons, albert that i a ſin nhich 
God. ſometime hath, puniſhed with ſudd:z death, nit- 
neſs. the awfull example of Eutichus Ads. 20. g. 
How many that turn their backs upon the bicfling of 

: God when pronounced by thoſe whom God hath choſcn 
to miniſter, and to bleſs in his Name , theuzh often 

' ſolemnly ripreved for it inthe Name of the Lord, who hath 
” (aid, that he that being often reproved hardneth his neck. 
all be deflreged ſuddenly ? How many that . make little 
or no Cor-ſcience to meditate on,or to prattice the things 
which they have heard ? 1s it not a Providence to be 
obſerved , that thoſe dreadjull thind1ings and lightnings 

. which have been amoneſt us frem yrar to year, where- 
by 1.61 a fow 'hawe been ſlain, h.wve for the moſt part 
hiprcd apon, or near unto that day when the ſilver trum- 
pet of the goſpel is wink to found, as if Ged ſlonld ſay 
jrem Heaven, if 34u- will yot hear my word ſpeaking 
wito you , the voice of the Lord ſhall ſhake the wile 
Ccineſs, 128 ſhall ceme which Pall make you hear. 

' Ar:d it will be gead for us to Prepare for the worſt 
0 


Wd 


of Times or things that may befall us in x. Tarn ; 
Conſidering that {udden changes upon particuſgs Per- 
ſons are warnings to the whole. Tea andte pray that 
that which theſe things ſeem to Portend may be diver-- 
ted: yea 10 pray , that our (un may not goe down 
over us at noon, and that the Zord would not darken 
the earth in the cleer day. SY 
If the Publication ofshis Sermon ( ſuch as. it «) may 
tend to awtkew any to conſider the things of there 
Peace, in this their day, ( although the Importunity of 
0:hers greatly concerned in the late awfull diſpenſation, 
hath conftruined thereunto azainſt my thoughts and incli-. , 
nations) 1 ſhall bawve cauſe to rejoyce thereat. 1 dare y 
nor, but from tim? to time, ( afier my poor manner ) 
take notice of the_folemn Providences of God, that ſo 
1 may endeauonr. that my ſelf and others may make that 
Improvement of them , which the glorious and bleſſed God + 
looketh for , For indeed my ſoul dreads to be found 4- 
mone ft the number of ſleeping Watchmen. _____. 
Poſ#ibly ſome may wonder , that 1 feould fo frequemt- v: 
ly appear in this way , who am the -leaſt amonsſt m | 
Brethren z, and alſo one that hath hs Head and Hands 
and Heart , otherwiſe full of thouzhts and Labours . The 
Truth is (although 1 ſhould not be weary in well doing , 
yet ſuch « mine infirmity 4s that) I am weary, and if 
the Lord give me to finis two ſmall Treatifer ; whirhy 
have upon the Anvill, ( and which 7 doe confeſs my 
Heart & much upon) the one concerning Chriſt -and 
Heaven, the other reſpecting, The Riling Genera- 
tion in New-England, 7 doe not Purpoſe (although 1 
faould live much longer then 1 think 1 hall) to be any 
wore troubleſome in this way. 
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& © Tothe Readcr. 
1 have long expefied that Chriſt would come and call 
for mes, but 1 know that wntill mg work be done, 1 am 
inmortall, And 1 truſt that the Lord in whoic hind 
my Times arc, will exable 18 finiſh the work, which he 
hath given me to dee in the world, 

Let the godly Reader help me by bis Prayers, who need 
thew, And who am | 
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Mel, $1.15, 
My) Times arein thy Hand--- 


He Pen-man of this Pſalme was David as we may 
ſee by- the Title of it, where ic is ſaid to be « P/al=e 
of David, Concerning the time and occaſion of che 
pennlng of it, there are various Conjetures, Some Motern 
think chatic was occafioned by Sauls Perſecution. Others con- Mv(cul%? 
ceive that David wrote this Pſalm in the - time when be 
was perſccured by Abſalom. And this latter ſeems td be the 
mare probable Conjeture, For thereare divers paſſages 
therein, which ſeig with the ſtate and eondition that David was: 


in when purſued.by Abſolom, e, y. Thoſe expreſſions o_ x 


9:h and in the latter part of the 10 h verſes, Mine r1ew Foord ju 
wed with greif, my life « fpent With greif, aud my years E; 4 
Sighing, Thoſe expreſſions ſeem to intimate, that Gard wat 
at this time come to the cloſe of his dayes, and that he was in 
excremity of grief and ſorrow, Now che greateſt ſorrows thar 
ever came upon David, were thoſe that hapned to him in, the N 
Hayes of Abſelom; then alſo was he neer unto his end. Again, 
in the latter part of the 16ch verſe he ſaith Ay Strength faileb 
breauſe of mine iniquity, when as the affliions which came 
him under Saul, were not beeauſe of any ſpecial iniquicy whigh 
he had been guilty of, but for tryal, and that ſo he might. thers- 
by be fitted to dee greater Service for Godin his Genetazios, 
bur the afflitions which came upon him in Abſolems dayes, 
were the fcuit of his fin and back-fliding from God, Likewiſe 
abar paſſage in the 21 verſe wherg he ſaith tbe Lotd bath foew- 
8d me bus marvelous kinduefſe av in « flrevg City, was literally 
falfilfedin Abſoloms time : for then David was at Afcbaxains, 
and much kindriefſe was ſhewed unto him therein, However 
Certain it is ghar David was at.chis time in great diſtrefſe and, 
| | A. chereface 
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f . therefore bis ſcope in this Pſalmis eo., pray for deliverance our 
; of trouble, Thereare in this Coxt _ arguments to 
ſtrengthen his faith in prayer, in effat he had put bis cruſt in God 
verſe 14 [truſtedin thee O Lord, Thats a great argument to be 
uſed in prayer, a man wonld be lotheo fail another that confi- 
dethin him, much leſs will the Holy bleſſed God diſappoint 
thoſe that doe indeed put their truſtin him, 2; From the 
coalideration of that Covenant Intereſt which he had in God, 
ibid. Thou art my God. Thatis a mighty argument. He char 
can ſay unto God thou art mine, thou haſt in the Covenant 
engaged thy ſelf ro me, as my God, may expect Salvation from . 
him. 3, He doth ſtrengthen his faith from the conficeration 
of the Providence of God, ſo in the words of the Texr, 
Wee fhall not detain you with any opening of the wordr; 
© befides what may be ſpoken to under the Do rine from them, 
- whichis. 
; De That the Times of men are in the hand 
of God. | 
Now for the clearing of this DoArine four things may be 
attended. 1. To ſbew what is here meant by the hand of God. 
'-3; What times: of men are inthe Lords hand, 3, Howir 
'doth appear that the times of men axe in Gods hand, 4. The 
mo of this gs wake dendef Gu 
Queft. 3 at us here meant by the hana of Goa? 

h Bk © There iS the hand 5 Divine power, - Strength is - 
manifeſted by the hand : we ſay of a ſtrong man that he is a man 
of his hands, ſo the Lords ſtrength and power ir is denoted by 
bis hand, Ir is ſaid concerning Elijah that rhe. hand of the Lord 
w4s pon him and he ran before Ahab 1. Kings. 18. 4. that is the 
power of God was upon him, enabling of him ſoco run, And 

1 on:Job E=ekiel faith the hand of the Lord was wpon me Chap,z7.1. that 
F is a mighty power of Prophecy. Thus Plal.74.11, why with- 
draweft thon thy hand pluck. it ont of thy boſorp, that is to ſay exert 
2nd pur forth thy almighty power. Iſai. 59.1. The Lolly bane 
ir not ſhortened that it cannot ſave. God hath as much power 
as ever he had, heis as able to ſave his people now as ever he 
was, thereforeis ic ſaid that his hand is not ſhortned, Where- 
fore when it is ſaid that the times of men are in the hand of God, 
The mearing is that be hath power to diſpoſe of their times, 

men 
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men have not power to diſpoſe of their own times, nor have 
others that power but the Lord alone, 

2. There is the hand of divine Providence, Job.2.10. Shak 
. wee receive good at the hana .of God and ſball wee not receive evill, 
The Providence of God doth diſpence aftlitions as well as mer- 
cyes to his people, therefore are they ſaid to receive evill as 
well as good at the hand of God, So Chap. 19, 21, Have pitty 
pon me O ye my friends, for the hand of God hath tokched me, 
thac is to ſay, the Providence of God is gone forth againkt me. 
1. Pet.5. 6. Humble your ſelves nnder the mighty hand of God, 
j- e, under the afliting diſpenſations of his divine Providence, & 
Solomon faith rhat the righteons & the wiſe and their Works are in 
the hand of God Eccle. 9.1, 

B:ciwuſe bo:h the Perſons and the works of the beſtand 
moſt prudent men are guided by a divine Providence, When 
God hath beitowed gifts and graces upon any man, qualifiing 
him for Service, he doth bya ſecret providence order what 
work he ſhall doe, wherefore the divine Providence is intended 
by that Hand, which the text ſpeaketh of, David doth here 
encourape himfelf from the Conſideration of the All-diſpoſing 
Providence of God. Wee come to a ſecond enquiry viz. bat 
weant by the Times of men which are ſaid to be inthe hand of God? . 

Anſw. 1. The beginning of a mans time # in the Lords 
hand, He ordereth when every man ſhall come inta.the world. 
Hence it is ſaid that there is a time to be born Eccle.3,2. that 
is to ſay, God hath ſet and de:ermined the time wherein every 
man ſhall be born. It was ſaid with reſpet unto Iſaac Gen 
21.2, Sarah conceived and bare Abraham a Son in his old age, at 
the ſet time of which God had fpoken to bim. The Lord had ſer 
the time when Iſaac ſhould come into the world, the ſame is 
rrue With reference unto all men that ever were or ſhall be 
brought forth into the world, Hence ſome are born in one age 
and ſome in another, Some before the Law, others under the 
Law, and others in the dayes of the Goſpel, fince Chriſt the Son 
of God hath come inte the world. He in whoſe hand arethe 
times of men doth order in what time and under what diſpenſa- 
tion each man ſhall live, 

2, Theend of a mans time « inthe Lords hand, The time 
wher. he ſhall goe out of the world, as well as the time of his 


comiog into it; the day of death as well as the day of his birth. 
C A2 Herice 
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Hence Solemon ſaich there 5 a time to oye Eccl.z.2, The div of 
a ma: $ death is empiiavicaly cailed #zx rime Eccle. 9.12, uy 
hrowerh not has time, that is to ſay te knoweth not the tire when - 
he ſhall dy and goe ouc of this wor id, 2nd this time is in the 
Lords hand, and therce is ſaid to be appo:r.cev Hebr. 9.29, Io 
$9 appointed unto all menonce to dye, Taere is indeed « ſtitate 
Law determining that every Sicner ſhall dye, Gen. 2,17, and 
in that reſpe& death is appointed, bur beiides that it is appoin- 
red in the erternall Decree of God. Not onely the thing, bur 
the time and all the Circumſtances attending the deach of any 
man, were appointed & the Lord, Hence it was ſaid, The time 
drew nigh that Iſrael muft dye, Gen. 47. 29, Gods time was come 
and therefore Jacob now muſt dye, 

3. The duration of a mans time # in Gods hand, Not onely 
when he ſhall come ints thejworld, but how long he ſhall con- 
tinue in #, whether he ſhall be long lived or ſhore lived. Firſt 
when a man cometh inco the world, no one can tell] whechec 
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7 he ſhall dye in Childhood, or in Youth, or in tis middle age, or 
. i his old ape, but God in whoſe hand is by Time knoweth 
| how ic that! be, wherefore Job ſaith, 7 will/wait al the dayes of 
Sy [appointed _ till my chanze come Cliap 14.v.14. And in 


the fifch verſe of that Chapter he ſaith of every man that bus 
Wages are dctermined, the number of his moncths are with thee, thaw 
haft appointed his bounds that he cannet paſs, Not onely the num- 
ber ofthe years, bat the monechs nay the dayes that every man 
ſhall live are determined by God, and beyond that time he ſhall 
_ norlive oneday. This then is Davids meanirg when he ſaich 
7 times are in thy hand, Thou canit make me live as long as thou 

| wile, notwithſtanding my enemyes ſcek tor my life, 
_— lig- 4. Thoſe C hanges of time that a people or perſon may in this 
om _—_ World paſs under are ordered by the hand of God, Hercethe 
rand condi Pſalmift doth not onely ſay my Time in the ſingular Number, 
zonis varietz- bat my Times in the plurall Number. 1. e, both profperous 
em,quz tem- ang adyerſe Seaſons, There are vic'ſ|i:udes of times, we read 
_— — of rhe times that went over David, and over Iſracl, and over the. 
Ingo Kingdomes of the Conntreges 1 Chron, 29.30. one while it was 
rp a time of peace and proſperity, another while ic was 4 time of 
reat diſtraRion and miſery; thus did :imes paſs over themi, As 
in publick Concerns; Times way change, iigin the Lords hand 
to 
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ro change them when and/as he pleaſeth Dan. 2.21. He chang- 
eth the timer, he removeth kings and ſetteth up kings, SO As te 
particular perſ»25, times may change with chem, he that is 0ow 
in proſperity, may on a ſuddain be caſt into great miſery. Plal. 
39.6,7. 1 ſaidinmy proſperity 1 ſhall never be moved, thou diaſ# 
hia't thy face avd I ras troubled. How ſo? Abſoloms Rebellion 
bronoht a ſuddain change up>n David. @Profperons ſeaſons 
areinthe Lords hand, This is intended by the Plalmiſt, Thou 
Lord (laich he) canſt make my dayes t9 be as proſperous as thou 
wile, And adverſe ſeaſons theſe are called Times Plal, 10.1, 
© Why hideſt thou thy ſelf in rimes of rrowble ? And theſe are all 
ordered by the hand of the moſt high, 
5, The time of Deliverance out of trouble s in Geds hand. 
Thus the Chaldee Paraphraſt underſtands theſe words, wy times 
are in thy hand viz, the time of my Redemption, but though 
the words matt not be ſo cenfined, yer that is implyed in them, 
God hath determined the time when, as well as the meanes 
whereby, he will ſave his people out of trouble Pſal. 102. 13. | 
T heitime to ſave Zion, yea the fet time #s come, Deliverance 
our of trouble will not ariſe untill che Lords time be come, Da- 
vid hoped for Deliverance in the dayes of Saul eyen till his eyes J 
failed with looking for Salvation, but it came not as ſoonas he 
looked for it, becauſe the Lords time was not yer. Great have 
been the expcRations of theſe dayes that Rowe ſhould fall, and 
that the Churches finall Deliverance from the Perſecution of 
Anti-Chrift ſhould be accompliſhed at ſuch a time and at ſuch a 
time. Many have been looking for light, but beheld darkneſs. 
Is it becauſe the thing is uncertainf No, but the reaſon of . 
theſe diſappointments is, in that men have been expeRing theſe 
things before the Lords time be fullfilled, Deliverance then 
will not come before the ſer 1iwe, nor ſtay ene day longer than 
that time, Hence is that obſervable place of Scripture Exo.12.41. 
And it came t1 paſs at the end of four bundred and thirty years even 
the ſelf ſame day it cane topuſs, that all the Heſts of the Lord went 
ot of Egypt. God bad promiſed Abraham that it hould be (0 
four hundred and thirty years before, and we (ee that he kepr 
his word even to a day, Andit is ſaid concerning Joſeph Plal. E 
105.18,19. whoſe feet they hurt wich ferters, he was laid m 
fron, til the rome that his word came, that is, was fulliled: for 
| H 3 coming 
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Ainſwerth in coming In the Scripture often noteth fu/fiing. God had 'long 
'Locum. : be'ore ſhewed Joſeph ina dream, that he ſhould be advanced 
| highly, and whea the time for accompliſhing t hat word was 
fultilled, Joſeph was made to forget all his troubles. 

f G6. T he time for Repentance is in the hand of God, Hence not 
onely Repentance it ſelt, but the time for it is ſaid to be his Gift, 

, aS[ have lately and larply endeavoured to ſhew you in my courſe 
. On the {ccond Chapter of the Revelation you have gheard how the 
| Lord there ſpake unto Jezebel 7 gave ler ſpace to repent, Every 
mans day of grace (chat hath fich a da) is in Gods hand, 
Herice itis thac ſome have a far longer day of grace continued 
tothem then qthers have, ſome their day of grace is at an end 
\Whilit.in youth, vcbees their day continuech untill their middle 
, age,lome to old age, Is this from themſelves ? No,bur. from the 
Lord. You have otten heard tliat life time in this world is a time 
for Repentance, while a (inner is alive, it is poſlible that if he 
feck che Lord he miy find him, He may poſlibly obtain the 
| Parden of his (ins, and the ſalvation of his ſoul, by Faith in Jeſus 
.. Cheift, but when once his Soul is out of his body, when once 
' | he is-dead (dying in his (ins) it is impoſſible, God that cannor 
;  lye having declared that it ſhall then never be. Now the lives 
| . of men are in the hands of God, therefore Daniel ſaid unto that 
_king,, Chap. 5. v. 23. the Godin whoſe hand thy breath ts, and 

| whoſe are all thy wayes haſt thow not glorified, The time of proſpe- 
| ' Tity is a day of grace, when a man doth enjoy Health, Eaſe, 
Strength &c. itis the fitteſt Seaſon in the world to repent, and 

t make his peace with Godin. Now this tinfte you heard but now 
} _is in.the Lords hand, . While the bleſſ-d Spiric of God continu- 
.&th ſitsiving wich the Soul, thats: a day of grace indeed. When 
-you are convinced, awakened, affced in any meaſure by the 
word or works of God, then is an happy time to repent in. 
Now that Seaſon is ſurely inthe Lords hand, for who hath di- 
reRed the Spirit of the Lord, or who hath been his Counſellor ? 
wherefore the Apolile ſaich Phil, 2.13,14. Work out your own 
«Salvation with fear and trembling, for it 3: Ged that worketh in 
you both to will and to doe of his opn good pleaſure, AS if it were 
ſaid, ſremble co miſs Gods Seaſon, you know not how ſoon 
God may ceaſe working in your hearts by his Spirir, The time 
of the Lords workir,g upon: the hearts. of. men, is as he ſhall 
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' The next thing is t6 enquire, 'How it doth appear that iht 
times of men are in Gods hand = 
For Anſwer wee ſhall only mention ewo things as Drmon- 
frations of this truth. - - wii Vw ba of BY: 7 #21 
Firſt it i$ evident in that Ged bath decried and dridymined D4t= 
ever cometh to paſs in the world, The Lords. will, his eternall 
purpoſe and decree is ſometimes expreſſed by his Hand As. 
4.28, for to doe whatſoever thy hand ana, thy- conn ſel determined 
before to be done. For as men doe work and accompliſhtheitr 
deſigns by thete 'hands, ſ& doth the Lord accompliſh all 'bis 
works by the power of of his own will Ephe, 1. 11. He work» + 
. eth all things after the Counſel of his own will, The will of God 
is a working will, thereforeit is ſet forth by that of his hand, 
Two things are certain , firſt that Wherever God doth- will (has 
1 decree) ſhall ſurely come to paſt Job. 42.2. No thought can bt 
withollen from thee, If God have a thought in his heart to dow 
this or that, none can hinder him from performing the thoughes? 
and intents of his heart, He is of one mind and who can turf: 
him? Iſai. 14.27. For the Lord of Hoſts hath purpeſed and who\ 
ſhall diſanul it ? and bis hand « ffretched ont aud Who hall 
eurn it back? Hence the will of God is ſaid to be Irref/abtn” 
Rom. 9.19. who hath reſiſted hi wilt? No one can hinder him? 
from having his holy will in whatever he hath a mind co accom-' 
pliſh, Again, ic isas true that what doth' come to paſs Was- 
rſt determined by the Lord, Therefore fames when he was 
ſpeaking inthe Synodat Jernſalem had this ſaying, knw wnte' 
God are all his works from the beginning of the world As, ag. 18, 
If God doth fore-know whatever things ſhall come to pals, he 
muſt needs will chem or »i//them, but they do nat come to: paſs 
apiinſt the Lords will,or whether he w'l] or no, Certainly ic ls in 
his hand to prevent any thing that comerh co paſs in the world, 
Thereis no proſperous or comfortable event at any time kafh 
nech, bur it was before appointed by the Lord, nor is there 
any evill hapneth but according to the deter mination of rhe 
only wiſe God, The moſt diſmal] Providence when oncezit is 
accompliſhed, -wee may know thar this was decreed before 
the world began, yea. from Eternity, When Jeſus. Cheiit rhe 
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| $on of God was hanged and Cruciheg, that was the ſtrangeſt 


and moit diſmal providence that ever was ſince the world began, 
yet this was decreed from eternicy ARs. 2.23, Him bring de- 
livered by the determinat: Counſel and forthnowledy of God, ye have 
taken, and by wiched bands have Cracified and Slain, And par- 
ticularly there is an holy and eternal Decree reſpeRing the 
times of men Job, 7.1. 1: there net av appointed time to man wpou 
the carth? | AQts. 17. 26. God hath autermined the tiwes befers 


apponted. 
2. Another demonſtration of the truth before is this, 


| There 514 Providence in every thing that cometh to paſs, God 


doth execute his decree by his works of Creation and Provi- 


dence. Gods Providence is that whereby he doth diſpoſe of (noe 


6nly ſame things bur) all things as ſhall be for his own glory. 
Thoſe things which as to men are mo? fortuicous acci- 
dental! and caſual, in reſpeR of God are purpoſely and provi- 
dentially ordered; for example; Ceſual Homicide, when a man 
kills gnother accidentally agaioſt his will, che boly bl: ſed God 
atdered thac matter on purpoſe, upon holy grounds and for 
boly ends. See a clear $Scripcure for this Exod, 24.12, He that 


| ſwittth a mas ſo that he aye ſhall ſurely be put to death, But if a max 


tre mat in Wait, but God deliver him into his hand, then will I ap- 
point thee a place Whither be ſoall flee. Sothatifa man happen 
co kill another againſt his will, God delivers the man that is 
ſlaia into the hands of him that ſmote bim, which {evidently 
ſhewetrh that there is a providence of God inall ſuch Caſ#alcyer, 
So in Tottery aS to men the thing is doudefull -and fortuirous, 
which way the Lot fhall fall, but God hath beforehand contri- 
ved, and will by an effcRuall Providence order accordingly how 
the thing ſhall be Prov, 16,33. The Lot ir caff into the lap (lo 
was the Cuſtom in Solomons dayes) bar the whole diſpoſing thery 
of w of the Lord, There is not the leaſt matter cometh to paſs 
in the world without the Providence of God Mat, 10.29 Ars 
met tWo Sparrows ſold for a farthing, and one of them ſhall not fall to 
the ground witheut your Father, but the wery hairs of your had 
are all nambred, The meaning is, that there is an hand of Pro- 
vidence in all events, yea in the ſmalleſt matters that bappen 
in the world, Sure then there is not any great and ſolemn and 
awfull event hapning a any time in any plac but the _ of 
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Divine Providence is therein, and chat not only as to the thing» 
bur as to the time and manner and all circumſtances whac- 
ſoever that may occur : if a Sparrow doth not fall to che 
round without God, much leſs doth a man fall into the grave 
(eſpecilly if the fall be ſudden and awfal!) but there is a 
pecial Pcovidence therein, > 
| But the eruth of this Dorine will appear further by ſpeaking 
to the grounds and Reaſons of it, wee ſhall briefly mention two, 
Real 1, ZBrcanſe men are the Lords Creatares therefore it is bur 
reaſon that their Times ſhould be in his hand, Heis our Maker 
Pſa), 95 6. Come let us worſhip and bow doWvn, let us kneel before 
Goa our maker, So in Plaſ, 100. 3. Know yethat the Lord he is 
Gol, it 1s he that made us and not wee our ſelves, Yea and God 
hath mide us for himſelf, for his own uſe and ſervice Rev.g.1 1. 
Thou haſt created all things, for thy pleaſure they are and were Cre- 
xted, If a man make aching for another and not for himſelf, 
he hach not ſuch power to diſpoſe of it, but ifFe make it 
for himſ-lf he may diſpoſe of it thus or ſo, as fhill ſeem 
g.10d u:co him :' now Gud hath made us for himſelf and nor 
tor another, therefore he may well diſpoſe of us, and of our 
times as ſhall ſeem good unto him, EE 
Reaſ, 2, From the abſolute Dominion which the Lord hath ever ag. 
Wee may realon tcom the, Soveraigaty of the moſt high, And 
this followech fron the former : Inaſmuch as God hath made 
us, therefore he hath an abſolute dominion over us Rom. 9g. 
22, Hath net the Potter power over the clay, of the ſame lump 
to make one veſſel to honony and another to diſhonour, The Potter 
hath a kind of abſolute power over the Clay, for he may Ciſpoſe 
of ir thus or ſo, as ſhall ſeem good unto him, Wee are before 
Gad as the Clay is before the Potter, wheretore the Scrip:ure 
ſpeakerh much concerning that abſolute Dominion which the 
Lord hath over his Creatures, PDeut.z2.39. See now that / 
even [ am heand there « no God with mee, I kill and 1 make 
alive, I wound and I heal neither s there any that can dcliver 
out of my hand, At the. ſame time ſome are wounded and no: 
ochers, ſome are killed by the ſame blow and others are-kepc 
alive, amongſt wounded ones ſome are healed and others hail 
not recover, why? Ic is the Lord that doth theſe,things and hath 
power ſo to doe, Wherefore Elihu ſaid co Job, Chap. 33. 12. 
. F 
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f will anſwer thee that God ts greater than man, Why deft thou 
ffrive againſt hin for he giveth no account of any of his matters, 
thatis to ſay he is not bound to give any account of any of his 
mateers, though ſometimes he condeſcends unto it, yer chat is 
more then he is obliged unto, ſaich Elihby, God may take 
from ttee thy eſtate, and thy Relations, all by oce ſudden awfull 
blow of his hand, and yet never tell thee why he doth ſo. Such 
is the abſolute Soveraignty and high Supremacy which the 

lorious and eternall God hath over his Creatures, So thar 
well did Nebuchadnezzar make confeflion ſaying, all the Inha- 
bitants of the earth are reputed as nothing and ke doth according to 
his will in the Army of Heaven, and among the Inhabitants of 
the Earth, and there is none can ft 74% Berg ſay unto him 
what deft thou, Dan. 4.35. No man bathan abſolute Dominion 
over Others ſoas that his Will ſhall be his Rule, but God 
moſt high hath fuch a Dominion, ſo as that it is impoflible 
that he ſhould doe any wrong unto his Creatures, however 
he difpoſe of them or of their Times. 

Wee come now to [»fer ſome Uſes from this De@rine. 
Fhis Truth may be applyed, 1. By way of /»ſtrn@iox. 

2. By way of Conſolation, 3. OQf Reprehenſicn, 4. By 


Way of Exhortatoin and Diriftion. 


Uſe. 7. OfInſtruRtion in two Particulars, 

I. Jn caſe wee enjcy good times, if Wee ſee good dayes this ſhew- 
th ug unto whyme wee onght to be thankefull, even unto that God 
in whoſe hand our Times are, If wee have our lives when 
others are ſnatched away by Death, if wee have health when 
others arein ſickneſs, if wee have caſe when otbers have broken 
bones and are in extremity of angu'ſh, let us be for ever thark- 
fu!l ugto God, If wee have plenty when others are in wants, as 
at th day our Neighbours are afflited wich great Scarcity as to 
Proviſion, but we have Plenty , let not the Lord have cauſe to 
complain againſt us,as ſometimes againſt the Church of 1ſrzel, 
Hoſ. 2.8. ghee did not know that I gave ber Corn. Weealfo enjoy 
the /itertyrs of the Goſpel , and: in that reſpe& ſee good dayer. AS 
when thoſe Libertycs are taken away, the dayes are vill Eph. 54 
16. Redeem the Time, for the days are evill, Why were they 
12 namely 1a reſp: & of ſore Perſccutions raiſed againlt the 
, God, therefore when there ts n0- Perſecution (ay 
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through Grace with vs) there is not, thoſe 'are good dayes; 
and wee oupht then to be thankfull ro God 9n the account 
thereof, And inaſmuch as that God, in whoſe hanJ is our T.me 
hath ſo ordered as that wee are hrought into the world-in theſe 
Goſpel dayes, wee owe him Everlaſting-praiſes on that account. 
Wee might have been born in thoſe tines of Ignorance, when 
God ſuffered ;all nations to walk in their own wayes, even in 
thoſe dark ages of the world, which were b:fore the Sun of 
righteouſneſs did ariſe upon the earth, and fo lave periſhed 
for lack of knowledge : but God hath piven us to live all our 
dayes under the light of the Goſpel, And have not many of 
you hada long day of Grace ? There ate ſome of you that God 
in whoſe hand are your times, hath continued to you the day of 
Grace, twenty,thirty,yea forty'years and-more to ſome of you, 
Chankfully acknowledge the Grace of the Lord toward you. 
Inſtrut, 2, This teatheth us a Leſſon of Humility and Sub- 
miſſion to the will of God in caſe wee ſee evill dayer, If a change 
of cimes come upon us or ours, the hand of the Lord isin it, 
ard therefore to be patient:and hamble is that which becometh 
us, Amos. 3.6, Shall there be evill in the city and the Lord hath 
not done it ? Shall any evill happen in a Town, of in a Family 
and the Lord not have an holy overruling hand in it ? The Lord 
owneth evill of afflition as his Creature, Iſai. 45 .7. 1 form 
the light, aud I Create darkneſs, I make peace and create evntl, 
I the Lord dee all theſe thugs. Wherefore if any afflitive Pc0- 
vidence do befall us, wee ſhould ſay as Fli did, when he firlt 
heard of ſuch an awfutt Providence befalling his Family, as 
made the ears of every one that heard it to tinge, he ſaid it « 
the Lord, let him doe what ſeemeth him good, 1, Sam. 3.18. And 
indeed it is our beſt and-wiſeſt way, yea-and x0 will be unto us, 
if wee will not ſubmir to-rthe Soveraigne will and pleaſure of the 
Almighty, when: once his will is manifeſted, 1ſai. 45.9. Poe #20 
him that firiveth with bis Maker, God will have the maſtery 
over his Creatures, and will make them know that he is above 
them; and thereforejt is in vain for any to ſtruggle againit God, 
it is great fin and folly fo to dee, 
- Uſe, 2. Of Conſolation to the Children of Ged,and it muſt needs 
bea Conſideration full of glorious Conſolation unto them if 
they doe by faich} apprehend this truth,that all cheic times are 
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Fs > The Times of men are in tht hand of God, 
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G Wee ſhall memion twoor three comfortable Meditatior's 
ere. | 

Ii. If their Times art in Gods band, then all their other ccn- 
ternments whatſoever are in his hand, his followeth by parity 
of reaſon, Your lives are in Gods hand, he is the God of my 
life ſaid David. Our health is in his hand, Hee « the health cf 
»y countenance, Our Eſtates are in his hand, who is able co 
keep them, and whole bicſling alone maketh rich. Our Relations 
are in his hand, ſome;of you have Relations abſent from you afar 
off upon the Sea, or in Countreys remote, remember they are 
in the hand of God whereſoever they may be. Otters «t you 
have near Relations, Children pehaps fick andin danger of death 
remember that they alſo are in Gods hand, 

2, Hence thiy ore inthe biſt hand that jſſibly can le, You 
een rot wiſh your times or concerr,ments in a better hand, they 
are in a Wiſe hand, he is the only wiſe God, They are ina 
Faithfull hand . It was Dr Pr:ſtcns expreflion, that if the caſe 
were ſo with him that he might ſpeak but three words before 
he went out of the world, theſe ſhould bethe words, - GOD 
IS FAITHFULL. Andin an able, yea in an Allſi:fficient hand, 
John, 10. 29. Ay Father #« greater then ol, no man u able to 
pluck, them cut of my Fathirs hand, Thisisa great comfort to 
them that have faith toimprove it, If a man be ſick is it not a 
comfort to him to be inthe hand of a $kilfull, ſaichfull , com- 
paſſionate, Phyſitian, So it is here. 

3, Here # ground of Ccmfort againſt el! the arſiens of Sotan, 
and bus Inſtruments Our times are not in Satans land, the Lord 
ſaid ro him concerning Job, Teach mot bs life, The Devill 
would fain have taken Jobs life from him, but he couid not Coe 
it, becauſe it was not jn bis I:and, It istrue, that it is ſaid of rhe 
D:ivillitat he hath the pewer of Death, Hebr, 2, 14. Becauſe he 
is employed in ou and ſ-gnall Judgments, to irfl|& death 
rpon mer, ard the jews of old had an opinion. that great and 
ſudden Ceſtri R:ons were a)l wiovghl:t Ly lim, but ther: Le muſt 
ave a commiſſion from a higher hard, or he can Coe rotting} 
Ard the like muſt be ſaid concerning his Inſiruments in the 
world, Wee ſee in this context there were thoſe that deſigred 


to take away Davids life, verſe, 13, againff. me thy —_— 
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take away my life, but they could never doit, beczuſe his times 
werein Gods hand and not in theirs, So Herod ſought Chriſts 
life, and aſter that the Jews would have killed him, and had ma- 
ny a fair opportunity ſo to doe, ard yet it ws rot at thoſe times 
accompliſhed when it was eaſy to have been done, foraſmuch 
as the Lords time was not yet come, John, 7. zo. 

Uſe 3. Lt it be of ſad and ſolemn Reprcef, there are ſeveral 
ſorts of men that fall under Convition and juſt Reprehenſion 
here, 

1. This condemns thoſe that Will be caricsſly inquiring into 
thoſe times that Ged keeps in his onn hands alcxe, The Dicples 
themſelves were orce blameworthy in thus reſpeRt, AR, 1.6,7, 
They ſaid to Chriſt wile thow at this time reſtore again the King- 
a:me to Iſracl? The Lord gave them a ſhort return ſayirg, it 
vs nct for you to know the Times or the Staſans which the Father 
kath put in his own power. Indeed there are ſome Times which 
wee orght to be eruquirirg inte. The holy Prophets did en- 
quire and ſearch diligently into the time of Chriſts coming into 
theworld, 1 Pet. 1.1:, The men of Iſſachar were commend- 
ed for their Unacrflaniing in the times, The Phariſees are 
reproved becauſe they could not diſcern the ſigns of the times. 

ch Times as God hath revealcd we ſhould modeſily enquire 
'Mmto, He bath told us how long the Reign of Anti-Chriſt ſhall 
continue, and therefore it is buth Jawſull and a duty, with Humi- 
lity to be enquiririg into that time, But there are ſome that 
will be equvirirp into times that are kept ſecret, e, p, Scme will 
be deter my 11g the year when the day of Judgment ſhall begin, 
Pu (although i deny not but that the "Re wherein tlat day 
ſhall begin may be conjeRored at) Cl1iſt bat 
ann kugr krewith nom an, r:o net the Avgels which cre in Heaven, 
meithry the Sun but the Fathir, Nark. 13.32, Qtl ers will be 
erquirirg into the time when ſrcÞ a mar. ſhall dye &c, Seme 
that Calcrlete Nativityes, Prartiat Aſtrelegirs, Tormnonders, 
are deeply guilty in this reſpeRt. 1liz accurſed rd lying 
'Varit:yes and Witchcrafts of ſuch pu ſons are ſearſull tranſpreſli 
ors in the ſight of God, Certuinly every man way ſay as 112C 
did, Gen. 27.2. 1 knw not the aey of ny dreth, ard therefcn e 
great 1s their ſin and folly that will goe about to Cetetn.ine 
Þbea citber thewſelyes or others ſhall dye, you know rot ku 
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that it may be every eay, and the Lord hideth it from you, that 

ſo you might live every day as if ir were your laſt, | 
2. This Reproveth thoſe that build upon the time to come, that 
ſay hereafter they will doe this and that and the other thing, the 
Apolile ſpeaketh of ſuch and reproveth them, Jam. 4.13,14. 
Goe too now you that (ay to morrow wee will gore to ſuch a City, and 
Continue there a year whereas ye know not what ſhall be on the moy- 
row ; for what & your life? it «even a Vapour that appeareth for 
a little time and then vani,hith away. Its too much preſumption 
for you to allot upon the time to come, which is not inyour 
hands, but in Gods only, How doe ſome ſay that bereafter 
they will repent of their Sins. This is the evill which Young 
men areeſpecially guilcy of, The Young man thinks with him- 
ſelf, Ile repent and endeavour to make my peace with God when 
old age is come upon me; but how doſt thou know that thou 
ſhalrlive ill old age ? Ic may be chat God in whofe hand is thy 
time, will nor ſuffer thee co live ſo long. It is ſaid, o»e- dyeth in 
falt frevgth, Job; 21.23, Doe wee not ſee examples. for it be- 
fore our eyes fromday today ? How'doſt thou know bur ;thar 
thew- ſhalt dye in thy full fBrength ? Another. ſaith, Ile repent 
when I come to lye upon a ſick bed, & a death bed, but ir may 
be thou ſhale not dye in thy ibed and how then ? It may be 
thou ſhale have no ſickneſs before death, Death may come 
upon thee and not give thee a moments warning, Remember 
that Scripture, Prov, 27.1, Boaſt not thy ſelf of to morrew thou 
hnweſt not what a day miy bring forth, O what did one day 
. bring forth this laſt week, one morning the other day broughe 
forth chat which will never be forgotten by many here preſent. 
$. Thy Reproveth thoſt that doe provoke the Lord to cut of 
their time, The Sins of men provoke God to ſhorten their 
time and dayes in this world, Alas! it is not long 
ſince I did upon a very ſad occaſion inſiſt upon thoſe words, 
Ecclef. 7.17, Be not overmuch wicked, neither be thou fooliſh, 
for why ſhonldeft thou dye before thy time? Great fins bring un» 
timely death, Drunkeneſs, Swearing,  Sabbath-breaking, 
Atheiſme, NegleRt of Prayer, and the like evills bring untime- 
» ly death upon thofe that are (o guilty, eſpecially if they have 
had many 'dffers of grace, Pſal, 81,13,1y. O that my Prople bad 
hrarkewed rome-> their time fronld have endured, But when = 
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will not hearken to God, he wfll not ſuffer their time to endure 
long. There was an awfull Providenc2am5nz2lt us above a yeat 
agoe, which you may remember oceaſioned the preaching of 
ſe.verall Sermons from that Scrip:ure, Prov. 29. 1, He that 
hiing often reproved haraneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly be deſtroy- 
ed and that Without remeay, 

Uſe 4. Of Exhortationto Sanftifie the Name of God when wee ſee 
his hand putting an end to the time of theſe or thoſe in an awfull 
Manner. 

1 would apply this particularly with reſp«R to that fatal & diſmal 
Stroke which hapned amongſt us the la{t week, That Providence 
iS it ſelf a loud Sermon, it is a warning-piece from Heaven, andif 
God Preach, his Miniſters ſhould preach too. It may not be a- 
miſs then to Second this Solemn work of God with a Solema 
word, - 

Some Cenfiderations and Direfions let me fet before you. 

Conſider, xz. How awfully this Providence s Circumſtanced, 
It is ſoin reſpec of the time when it happens, even at a time 
when the Loid is ſrowning upon us, and threatnirg of us in 
other reſpets. The Lords hand is at this day ſtretched out a- 
gainſt our Brethren in a neigbbour Plantation, and God ex- 
pes that wee ſhould take notice of it, and be warned by ir, as 
ſometimes it was ſaid concernir g Jeruſalem, Zeph. 3.6,7. /have 
cut off the Nations, and 1 ſaid ſurely thou wilt fear me, thou wilt 
riceive Inſtraftion, When the Lords hand was _ Neigh- 
bouring Places, he looked that Jeruſalem ſhould thereby take 
warning, ſo now that the Famine is ke to prevail upon Virginie, 
God ſaith, ſure New- England will fear me and receive In- 
iruRion, 4 

This providence is likewiſe awfully Circumſtanc d, in that it 
cometh at a time when there are lamentable Our breakings of 
Iniquity. Not long fince two Aſartherers were executed amongſt 
us; ard ſince that another horrid Murther diſcovered, and it 
is to be feared chat many will be found with the guilt of blood 
intheir Skirts, 

And this Providence is awfully Circumftanced, in reſpe& of 
the fuddeneſs of this fatal blow, no warning given of it before- 
"hand, no man that expeRed or ever: thought of ſuch a thing 
| Villthe moment whercin the diſmal blow was gived. =, _ 
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And awfully Circumſtanced in TeſpeR of the number of Per- 
fons- whum the hard of the Lord hath fallen vpon, »o /e/z 
then nine Perſons, and three of them already dead, belides :r.ocher 
that was taken away by ſudden death the very ſame duy, 

And awiully Circumſtanced in reſp(R of che quality of the 
Perſons whem the Lord hath taken away, I mean with reſp: 


Mr, Samvel |, thoſe ewo who were of this Congregation, The Common- 


TT wealth hath a loſs in refp«& of them both, ſince it muſt needs 


be acknowledged that they had more. of a publick, noble, 
generous ſpirit then can, be ſaid of moſt amonglt us. Yea 
and the Church alſo hath a great loſs in reſpe& of one of them, 
even the C:i.urch wherof he was a member, {it:.ce thac be did 
Indaſtriouſly ſer himſelf ro promote the welfare of the Church 
.as well as of che Common-wealth, I have heard i« trum ſeme 
that knew ir, that his Mother wao was a preciv.us griily woman 
had a particular faith for that ſon of hers, ſhe beleived thar God 
woul-i bleſs him and make him a bleſſing in is Generation, and 
wee have ſeen that his godly Mothers taich was not in vain for 
Him, but therefore the loſs is the greater, and che providence 
the more awfull, 

Conſider 2. That there are no perſon in all the world unto 
whom God ſpeaketh by this Providence as he doth tows. Indeed 
the Lord ſpeaketh thereby unto others, yea unto all that ſhall 
hear of it, Hee ſpeaketh to NeWw-Eng/and, and more particu- 
larly this is a ſpeaking Providence to Boſton, but moſt of allto 
us of th Congreration, in that they whom the Lord hath 
{l:in were of us. This thing hach been done in our hearing 
and before our eyes, our eyes have beheld the Slaughter which 
the Lord hath made, yea and by their Deaths he hatch wounded 
us, Comelet us return to the Lord, for he hath torn us, he 
hath ſmiccen us, 

Coalider, 3. That this is mt the firſt Warning which the Lord 
bath given w, How many ſudden deaths haye there been ? Not 
to mention things of an elder date, which in the day of them 
1 have not been altogether _— to mind you of, This laſt 
year wee have thus been warned, not once nor twice, This 


Spring ſeverall amongſt us have been ſnatched away by ſudden 
Nrokes of the Lords hand, And it is nota year apgoe (hardly 
three quarters of a year) figce there was ſuch _ awfyll 
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The Times of men are in the hand of God 


as that which 1 am now ſpeaking of, when that Shop was blown 
up wich a Barrel of Powder, and one man was killed, and (as | 
remember) ſeven or eight wounded, Now it is to be feared 
that wee were not affcRed and awakened with that Stroke as 
ſhould have been, and therefore the Lord is put Lponitto 
bring another more awfull then the former, 

Conſider 4. That if wee doe not ſanttifie the Name of God 
snder this awfull Providence, Lamentable things will follow, 
Iſai, 26.11. Lord when thy hand tu lifted np they will not ſee, 
but they ſhall [ee and be aſhamed, Wo to us if wee.will not ſee 
when the Lords hand is lifted up in ſuch an awfull manner, 
what can wee then expeRt but utter Conſuſicn? wee may 
then expe that the Lord hath not yet done with us. No, He 
will not turn away from his anger, but his hand will be ſtrerched 


. out ſtill, Then look for it, the Lord will take away others that 


are uſefull, ſerviceable, and deſirable; and if he take away a 
few ſuch what a naked deſtitute people will you be ? yea we may 
then expeR that there ſhall be Calamity, and Zamentation ge- 
neraly. It is mentioned as a dreadfull Preſapge of generall Ca- 
lamity coming upon the Children of Iſrael when it is ſaid that 
God overthrew ſome of them as he overthrew Sodom and Gomorh a, 
that is by ſudden and kery deſtrution, Amos. 4.11. And Cbriit 


doth intimate to the Jews, that ſudden and awfull deſtruRion - 


which came upon a few of them, did (without repentance) fore- 
run and foretella day of generall Calamity coming upon them, 
Luke. 13.3,5. | 
You will ſay but what ſhall wee doe that ſo wee may ſari 
the Lords Name under this awfull hand of his upon us ? 
Anſw, Follow theſe Dire&ions, 
1. Take motice of the hand of God in this that is come to paſs. 
Doe rot think that this is a meer accident or chance, the Phi- 
liſtines were willing to think ſo when the hand of the Lord was 
upon them, 1, Sam, 6. 9. Then (ſay they) wee ſhall knowy that it 
8& net his kand that ſmote ws, it was a chance that bapned to ws. 
Chriſtians ſhould know ard ſpeak otherwiſe, it is not a Charce 
that hath Þapned eg us, but aſſuredly it is the hand of the Lord 
that hath ſmitten us : therefore eye his holy hand, eſpecially you 
that were any way related to thoſe that are now dead, you 
ſhould eyethe hand of the —_— that ſo you may. be Patienc 
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and Hamble under his Difpenſations roward you. Thus it was 
with that godly woman Naows, when moſt bicter bereavements 
came upon her, when her husband and other near and dear 
Relations were ſnatched from her, ſhe conſidered chat the hand 
of che Almighty was in thoſe Killing Strokes. 'The hand of the 
Lord'is gone out againſt me, the Almighty hath dealc very 
bicterly with me, the Lord hath ceſtified againit me,and the Al- 
mighry hach af.&zd me, Ruth, 1.13,20,21. And thus it was 
with David when thoſe Calamityes which the Text ſeemeth co 
have reſpe&-unto, did befall him, Pſal. 39. 9;30. 1 was dumb, 
T opened not my mouth becauſe thou didft it, remove thy ſtroke avay 
from me, / am conſumed by the Blyw of thine hand. Believe 
ic, this ſtroke is the Lords troke, this blew is the blow of Gnds 
hand, the Lord himſelf hath doneic. Think of chat, that ſo you 
may fic down in Silence before the Lord. If a man did ſee the 
hand of the Almighty giving the blow, would he ? ducſt he find 


faulc ? 
Zz. Lx1jit to heart, It is not enough for us to take notice of 


"the Lords hand, bu: wee muſt labour co be duely affected there 


wich, Eccle. 7.2. It « b:tter to goe tothe houſe of mourning then 


' to the houſe of feaſting, the Living will lay it to hit hea"t, Wee 


\ii>uld wich Sorrow Lament over this dreadfull dolefull breach. 
So did Moſes direRt ths Children of [ſcael in the like caſe Lev, 
10.6, Let your Brethren, the whole bouſe of Iſracl bevpal the 


' Gurning which the Lor d hath kindled, There were two men that 
| Were taken away ou: of the world by a ſudden and hery ſtroke, 
"and all cheir brethren even the whole houſe of iſrael muſt Za- 


went for it. Truly ſo it hath beea am3ngt uz, Twy mea have 
dyed Sudenly and.char by fize too, Row It concerns us to bo- 
wail th: burning which the Lord hath kinUed, wee ſhoul l mourn 
ig ſecret places b=cauſe of this thing: Ic would bs ſad if ic ſhould 

e ſaid ofus as ſometimes of Iſrael, Iſai.q2 .25, He hath pox- 
rea on bim the fury of bis anger, and it hath {et him on fire round 


| abont, yet he knew nit, and it burned him, yet he 1451 is not to heart, 
| Shall the anger ofthe Lord be burning rou11 abyar us, and 


yet wee not lay it to heart ?. : 
3. Let ut adore the handof God, Wee real concerning. Job, 


. that when the Lord brought thoſe ſudden changes upon him, by 
the DNcaMofnear Relations, and che loſs of his eitaze, He fe 


darts. 
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down uyon the ground and worſhipped. Job. 1. 20. Wee ſhould 


turn ſuch things into Prayer and humble adoration before the 


Lord, Adore his greatneſs, his ſoveraignty, his power, his 
wiſdome, his righteouſneſs, who may at his pleaſure puniſh us 
er ours, and it is not for us co ſay unto him what dolt thou ? 

4. Ler ua labour to undirſtand the Lords mind an1 meaning 
this a#full Providence, Certainly the Lord ſpeaketh ſorurining 
by it, yea ſome great thing, and therefore wee have cauſe to 
blame our own dulneſs of underſtanding if we know not what 
itis that the Lord would have us to hear and to learn, were we 
wiſe as we ſhould be, it would be otherwiſe wi:h us, Mic.6.9. The 
Lords voice crytth to the city, the man of wiſdome ſtall ſes thy name, 
hear ye the rod and who hath appointed it. Olet us not b2 like beaſts 
that enly feel che rod, but hear ic not, The Lords vo'ce cryeth 
ro the city. Truly this awfull Providence which 1 am ſpeaking of 
is the Lords vowe, it cryeth to the City, it cxyeth ro the Town, 
This Solemn voice of the Lord cryeth to Boſton, 1f wee be men 
of wiſdome we ſhall ſee his Name, yea we ſhall ſanRife hisName. 

$. Let ua Repent of p1ft and preſent Iniquitycs. Doth God bring 
ſuch awfull Pcovidences upon us that ſo we might Cenſurette 
dead ? No, but co be InftruRtions and warnings to the living, 
that ſo chey may be awakened co unfaigned Repentance for all 
their ſins, wherefore Chriſt hath ſaid, T hoſe eighteen upon whom 
the Tower of Siloam fell and ſlew them, think ye that they were ſin- 
ners above all men that dwelt in Feruſalem, I tell yow nay, but ewe- 
cept you repent you all ſhall likewiſe periſh, Luke. 13.4,5. SO 1 » 4 
do you think that theſe nine men upon whome this Blow hat 
faliea, and ſundry of them {lain thereby, were Sinners above any 
in Reſton, [ tell you nay, bur except you repent you ſhall likewiſe 
periſh. Eſpecially repent of choſe fins which bring ſuch awfull 
Strokes as theſe, Secarity is ſuch a fir, when myitical Babylon 
(chat iS Rome) ſaith I ſhall ſee no ſorrow, then doe her Plagues 
come in one day, death and monrning. When men cry peace, 
peace, then cometh ſudden deftruRion, The Lord roares from 
on high chat he may awaken Sinners out of their Security, And 


diſregard to the word of God is that which brings ſuch diſmall P* 


vidences upon poor Creatures, When men regard no*_ 4, ni 
voice of the word, Mountaines are rent, and Roct;; are broken 
in pieces before the Lord, Hence it is inat the moſt awful 

C2 Providences 
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f 20 The Times of men areinthe hand of God 
Providences are uſualy in thoſe places where the word of God | | 
is preached in the greateſt power, God « terrible out of bus -» | 
places. Have you not obſerved that there have been more Sud- | 
den deaths, and awfull Tremendous d:ſpenſations of divine Pro- 
vicerces in New-Ergland then in ary place where ycu have 
been ? How ſo ? Even becauſethe word of God is plencifully | 
and powerſully diſpenſed throughout this Land, bur men re- | 
gard it not as they sught to doe, and therefore the Lord ſpeaky 
eth by his Works, ina moſt awfull manner from time to time, 
O think of ic, and repent ! | 

Laſtly, Be prepared for change of Times, Now you are in | 
Profpericy. bur prepare for a day of Adverſity, who knowerth 
tow ſoon the Iniquity of thy heels will overtake thee, and the 

- dayes of evill come upon thee ? Eſpecially prepare for that laſt 
and great charge which will come upon every Soul among/t 

you, and zou know not how ſoon or how ſuddenly. And indeed 
thats the voice of the Lord inthis Providerce, Calling upon all 
that hear of it and, ſaying Prepare for Death! Prepare for Death! 

Prepare for Drath! you know not but that you (as well as others 
that are gone may dye ſuddenly, The beſt man in this Corgrega- 
tion, Jea upon the face of the earth, may for ought that any one 
can ſay, be (as Moſes was) ſuddenly taken out of the world. And 
therefore make ſure of an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, If death come 
npon a man and fird him out of Chriſt, it had been better for 
him that he had never been born, O then labour to be found in 
him, r.ot havirg your own righteouſneſs, but that which is 
through the Faith of Chriſt. Wo for ever to that may, whom 
Death ſhall find, having nothing but bis own Righteouſreſs, It 
may be heis honeſt in his dealings with men, and hath this or 
thac morall Qualification, but he is a ſtranger to the righ- 
reouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, if death find bim in that eſlate, he is 
unCone eternally, Alſo ſee that you keep in the Lords way be- 
Cauſe Death may ccme upon you ſuddenly, and if it flould find 

> =» Youcut of Gods way, that would be urcomfortable, 1] remem- 
ri... ber one of tte Artients moketh mention ofa woman that was 

a ©lriſttan, who would needs go and ſee a Stage-play ated, and 

when Fe was there, Ged fiffered the Devill co take bodily 

1 ſſjon ot 227. and being demanded how he got poſſeſſion of 
one that was a Chriltian, and repured a good woman? my 
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The Times of men are in the hand of Ged. 
(ſaid the Devill) 7 found her in mine own ground, and therefore I 
might well take poſſeſſion of hey, 1 ſpeak nor this to: re fl; upon 
the dead, I know not but that they might be in their way when 
this Stroke came upon them, but to Caution the livir.g, Jf you goe 
ont of Gods way, the Devill finds you in bis own ground, and then 


\ . are you expoſed to great temptations and miſeryes. O take heed 


of ſinning againſt God. A Sinner it may be as ſoonas ever he 
hatch Gomes as ſoon as ever he hath ſpoken a vain or wicked 
word, Death will ſeize upon bim and carry him before the Tri- 
bunall of the Lord. A Chriftian ſhould often be propounding 
three Queſtions to himſelf, 1, Whatam 1? 2. Whereaml ? 
3, Whatdoe1? whatam1? Amlina good eſtate fit to dye? 
Am [in Chriſt, or am I not in Chriſt? Am J one that truly 
fearecth God ? And where am 7? amlin tl.e Place which God 
would bave meto bein ? HaveIla Callto behere? Aud what 
dce1? Am Idoing that which is pleaſing in the ſight of Gad ? 1s 
the work which 1am about a good work, or an evill work? 
And he that ſhall beas to his Srate as ought to be, and ſhall 
withall keep in the Lords way, needs not fear any Death; No 


Death can hurt him-though never ſo ſudden, Bur it fhund© 


with Loyns girded, and Lamp lighted, He ſhalf gov info the 
Chambers of Everlaſting reſt and peace. Bleſſed is that Servant 
whom the Lord at his Coming ſhall find ſo doing , yea Blefled 
are they which dye in the Lord, for they ceaſe ircm their La 
bours and their Works follow them. —"E- : 
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